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KNOW! To Get YOUR Cell Phone use in Check 

by the Ohio Department of Education 
 

Teens spend an average of nine hours a 
day on their smartphones.  Yes – you say- 
you’ve heard it before, you know it’s unhealthy 
for them for a number of reasons, and you 
have rules in place to reduce their screen time.  
Very good, you’ve got your child’s phone use in 
check, but how about yours?  According to 
Common Sense Media, the average parent 
spends nearly as much time on their phone as 
their tweens and teens – and no, it’s not all 
about work.  Adults reportedly spend about 1 ½ 
work-related hours on their phones each day, 
but as for the other 7 ½ hours, we’re spending 
it just like our children; texting, playing games, 
watching videos, listening to music, shopping 
and checking social media.  
 
 Picture this: The school day has just 
ended and parents are lined up in the parking 
lot, waiting for their children.  One child jumps 
into her dad’s car, excited to tell him about 
acing her math test.  But before she can even 
speak, dad gives her the “hold-on-a-minute” 
signal and continues on with his phone 
conversation. 

 In another car a mom scrolls through 
Facebook, liking and commenting on pictures 
and posts from her “friends,” while her younger 
child in the back seat tries over and over again 
to get her attention.  In yet another car, a mom 
and dad sit together, waiting for their child.  But 
instead of talking to each other, one is texting 
and the other is checking email.   

Sound familiar? To read more on this article 
from the Ohio Department of Education follow 
this link: 
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-
Resources/News/Know!-To-Get-YOUR-Cell-
Phone-Use-in-Check   

 
Open House at MHJHS 

 
 On Monday, February 27, 2017, 

Middleburg Heights Junior High 
will have an Open House for 
incoming 7th graders (Ford’s 
current 6th Graders). It will begin 

in the MHJH Auditorium at 7:00PM with a 30-
35 minute presentation by Mr. Paul Kish, 
Principal.  After the presentation you will be 
able to take a self-tour of the building.  This is a 
great opportunity for some of our students and 
parents to get their first look at the Junior High 
School.  Whether you are familiar with the 
building or not, we hope you will be able to 
attend.   
 

Welcome Home Dad! 
 

What a wonderful surprise for 6th 
grader Jordan Cleugh!  Her dad 
returned from deployment in 
Qatur on Wednesday, January 
25th, and he came straight to 
Ford to surprise her.  He walked 

into the crowded and noisy cafeteria, made his 
way to her table and…she looked up…and 
jumped into his arms! There were tears of joy 
and clapping all around.  Welcome home dad, 

      Ford Flyer 

     February, 2017 

http://www.berea.k12.oh.us/
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/News/Know!-To-Get-YOUR-Cell-Phone-Use-in-Check
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/News/Know!-To-Get-YOUR-Cell-Phone-Use-in-Check
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/News/Know!-To-Get-YOUR-Cell-Phone-Use-in-Check
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thanks for all you do, and we were so honored 
to be a part of your homecoming!   
 

 
Ford Student Wins Elk’s Division Award 

 

Recently, the Berea Elks Lodge 
held an essay contest with the 
theme being “Why is it 
Important to Vote.”  Almost 400 
essays were received this year 
from 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th graders 
from Berea City Schools, 

Olmsted Falls and Strongsville Schools.  We 
would like to congratulation Cami Stallard,  
Mrs. Bycznski’s homeroom 751, who is the 6th 
grade winner from the Berea City School 
Dsitrict! Following is Cami’s winning essay: 
 
 “As Americans, it is very important to 
vote for what we believe in.  Voting is important 
because it’s nice to know that your personal 
opinion matters.  In the final count, every vote 
makes a difference.  Who knows, YOUR vote 
could change the outcome!  Another reason 
why it is important to vote is that we have a 
privilege and we should use it.  Being able to 
have an involvement in our country’s decisions 
is great.  Not everyone in the world has the 
opportunity to vote so we are very lucky to do 
so.  The last reason why it is important to vote 
is that the decision’s result can impact your life 
for schooling, jobs, laws, and more.  It doesn’t 
matter if it changes your life a little or a lot, 
voting can change things.  As a result, we (as 
Americans) have the right and privilege to vote, 
so take that opportunity!” 
 
 Congratulations, Cami, very well stated! 
All division entries will be submitted to the NE 
District of the Ohio Elks Association, competing 
against the top 6 essays from all 15 lodges in 
the district.  District winners will be selected, 3 
each in the two divisions, by early March.  
Winners at the State level will be chosen by 
early April, with national winners being 
announced in late July.   
 

 
 

Geography Bee 
 

It was all abuzz…the 
Geography Bee final 
competition was fast 
approaching! The participants 

included Jake Roberts, Hailey 
Gandias, Darius Neuss, Erin 
DiFrancesco, Andrew Sperry, 
Zach Rector, Andrew Welsh, 
Hailey Pischel, Alexis Verdell, 
Marissa Root, Maddy Williams, 

Nathaniel Kall, Israel Gole, Ethan Wooten and 
Marin Stiko.   

On Friday, January 27th, it was a 
challenge of the minds as they competed for 
the school crown as Geography Bee 
Champion! It came down to two finalists, Eric 
DiFrancesco and Ethan Wooten in a 10-
question showdown.  After a grueling and 
mentally draining competition, Ethan Wooten 
became Ford’s Geography Bee winner!  
Congratulations to all our participants!  Mrs. 
Jennings would like to thank the Social Studies 
Dept. for their help! 
 

Reminder 
 

Parents please continue to update your 
demographics, household information and 
family member sections in the Parent Portal as 
an ongoing effort to have Infinite Campus data 
up to date.   

 
 

All Pro Dad’s Breakfast a Success! 
 

We had our 1st All-Pro Dad’s breakfast 
of this school year and it was a big success!  
7:30AM-8:15AM in the Ford cafeteria.  Dads 
and/or significant male role models) met their 
kids in our cafeteria from 7:30-8:15AM had a 
quick, before-school breakfast and then 
listened to a 40 minute program of fatherhood 
and family topics.  We want to thank all who 
participated, especially our servers Shawn 
Brennan, Scott Lessing and Dave Herwerden! 
Our next All-Pro Dad’s Breakfast is scheduled 
for March 7th. You’ll take away some great tips 
and resources to help you be the best Dad and 
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role model you can be, and you’ll strengthen 
your relationship with your kids at the same 
time!  It’s fun and it’s free.  Not a dad?…maybe 
a stepdad or grandpa, uncle or other significant 
male role model…you are more than welcome 
to attend!  Please contact Dominic Verdell at 
dverdell@hotmail.com for more information.  
 

  
SAVE THE DATE: 

 
March 3, 2017 5th Grade Fun Night 
March 10, 2017 6th Grade Fun Night 
Times for both events are 6:00-8:00PM 

 
 Come and enjoy a DJ, photo booth, 
dodgeball and inflatables. Pizza and snacks 
will be provided.  We will need lots of 
chaperones so let us know if you can help at 
fordptaberea@gmail.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cuyahoga County Public Library 

http://www.cuyahogalibrary.org/  
   
 

WHAT:  Write Now! Teen Writing Group - Meet 
other Teen writers and expand your creativity with 
fun writing prompts!  All levels of writing experience 
welcome!  
 
WHO:  Grades 6-12  
 
WHEN:  February 28th / 7:00-8:00 PM Registration 
required   
 
WHERE:  Middleburg Heights Branch, 15600 East 
Bagley Rd.  
  
CALL:  Register in person, by phone (440) 234-

3600, or online at www.cuyahogalibrary.org  
  

WHAT: Un-Valentine's Day - Valentine's Day isn't 
for everyone! If you've had enough of this mushy 
holiday, join us for an evening of un-romantic 
games, trivia, and refreshments! A Release and 
Hold Harmless form must be signed by a parent or 
legal guardian prior to the program in order for 
teen(s) to have refreshments.  

 

CALL:  Register in person, by phone (440) 234-
3600, or online at www.cuyahogalibrary.org  

 
 
 

 
Some Future Dates 

 

(Subject to change without notice – students should listen to morning announcements 
for the latest information) 

 
February 1 TNT Club 3:30-4:30PM Cafeteria 
   Computer Club 3:20-4:20PM Rooms 754 and 840 
  6 Ford Fiddlers Super Strings 3:20-4:15PM Room 905 
  7 Student Council Meeting 7:55AM Room 850 

Lego Club 3:20-4:20PM IMC 
Titan Trebles 8:00-8:30 Room 901 

8 Math Problem Solving 3:20-4:15PM Room 403 
Computer Club 3:20-4:20PM Rooms 754 and 840 
Music Patron Drive Begins 

  9 Pokéman Club 3:30-4:15PM Cafeteria 
   5th Grade Field Trip to Playhouse Square 11:00AM-2:00PM 

mailto:dverdell@hotmail.com
mailto:fordptaberea@gmail.com
http://www.cuyahogalibrary.org/
http://www.cuyahogalibrary.org/


 4 

  13 Random Acts of Kindness Week 
   Ford Fiddlers Super Strings 3:20-4:15PM Room 905 
  14 Student Council Meeting 7:55AM Room 850 
   Titan Trebles 8:00-8:30AM Room 901 
  15 Computer Club 3:20-4:20PM Rooms 754 and 840 
  16 Builders Club 7:45-8:15AM Room 212 (NEW TIME) 
   Candid and Clubs’ Picture Day 
  17 Music Patron Drive Ends 
  21 Titan Trebles 8:00-8:30AM Room 901 

Lego Club 3:20-4:20PM IMC 
   PTA Meeting 7:00PM Room 900 
  22 Math Problem Solving 3:20-4:15PM Room 403 
   Computer Club 3:20-4:20-PM Rooms 754 and 840 
  23 5th & 6th Grade Chorus Concert 7:00PM 
  27 Ford Fiddlers Super Strings 3:20-4:15PM Room 905 

Open House at MHJHS for this year’s Ford’s 6th graders going into  
 7th Grade next year 7:00PM  

   
   

  

 

S.O.S. - Support Our School 

Automatically support Ford Intermediate School students EVERY TIME you shop! 

It’s not always easy or possible for parents, family and friends to be as involved in school 
activities that directly support students as they’d like to be.  Here is a way everyone can become 
involved in supporting the students at FORD INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL! Did you know that 
you, your family, and friends can do their shopping AND support FIS students at the register?  
The businesses noted below will donate a percentage of your purchases to Ford when you 
enroll in their programs and designate Ford Intermediate School as your school of choice.  
Signing up is FAST and EASY, and the rewards for our students can be huge!  Please take time 
to read the information below and sign up today! 
 

 
 

As a member of Heinen's Tasteful Rewards Program, when you shop at Heinen's 
you can help Ford Intermediate School through our ABC School Donation 

Program. 1% of your qualified purchases* made through April will be donated by 
Heinen's to Ford Intermediate School.  Follow these EASY steps to participate: 

 
1. Go to www.heinensrewards.com 

 

http://www.heinensrewards.com/
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If you are already a member of the Tasteful Rewards Program, simply click on"My 
Rewards Home" then select "My Profile" in the upper right hand corner. 

 
2.  Select a city and school from the pull-down list and click "Submit". 

3.  If you are not a member of Heinen's new Tasteful Rewards program, it's a perfect time to 
sign up to become a member and to start receiving rewards and benefits. Go to 

www.heinensrewards.com  to register...it only takes a minute!  You must re-register Ford 
every year!  If you do not have access to a computer, call 1-216-475-2300 ext. 2337 to select 

Ford Intermediate School. 
 

The ABC School Donation Program is a Tasteful Rewards membership benefit. Every year 
Heinens donates over $200,000 to area schools and organizations...it's our way of giving back 

to the communities we serve.*Restricted or excluded items include - liquor, tobacco, US 
postage stamps, lottery tickets, sales tax, gift card sales, returned items, any items prohibited by 

state law or deemed unqualified at the discretion of Heinen's. 

 

 
Giant Eagle Apples for the Students program will award Ford Intermediate 
School points to purchase educational equipment each time you use your 

Giant Eagle Advantage Card from October through March 19th. 
 

How to Enroll:  Visit www.gianteagle.com to register your Giant Eagle 
Advantage Card 12-digit number printed on the back, located under the bar 

code.  Designate Ford Intermediate School’s ID CODE 2260.  It’s that easy!  Each scan of your 
Giant Eagle Advantage Card will provide FREE educational awards for our school!  If you do not 
have access to a computer, or know someone without one who wants to support our students, 

call 1-800-474-4777 and follow the prompts for the Apples for the Students program. 

 
 

Abitibi Paper Recycling 
The program is a simple and free service for communities to use for paper 
recycling. Distinctive green and yellow Paper Retriever bins are provided to 

encourage the community to bring  its paper and put it into a convenient drop 
off location. Customers are not charged for the bins or the pick-up of paper. In 

fact, Paper Retriever pays its partners for the paper collected in each bin.  
To help support Ford Intermediate School students, recycle the following items in the 

Abitibi Paper Bins in our parking lot: catalogs, magazines, newspapers, junk mail, office paper, 
fax paper, school paper, notebooks, and folders.  The more we recycle the more money we 

earn! Visit their website for more information www.paperretriever.com 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

http://www.heinensrewards.com/
http://www.gianteagle.com/
http://www.paperretriever.com/











